Claremont Library Telescope Checklist

[1]  There should be four big bits readily visible: (1) the telescope itself, (2) the eyepiece and (3) red dot finder sticking out of the top end of the scope, and (4) the fanny pack strapped around the base.

[2]  Look in the fanny pack and confirm that the LensPen in its packaging in the front zipper pocket (I opened the packaging so the LensPen could be removed for use, but left the packaging in there because it has instructions on the back), and that there are three books in the main compartment: Audubon Pocket Guide to Constellations, Exploring the Night Sky with Binoculars, and the laminated, spiral bound instruction manual. 
[3]  There should be two dust caps, one in the top end of the scope and one on the eyepiece, and they should be connected with a piece of nylon cord.

[4]  Pull off the large dust cap. Looking down the telescope tube, make sure that the big mirror at the far end doesn't have any cracks or large blemishes. A little bit of dust or a few small paint chips from the telescope tube (knocked off by the dust cap) are of no concern; they won't degrade the view and they'll come off when I wash the mirror during the scope's annual overhaul. Replace the dust cap.

[5]  Pull of the eyepiece dust cap and check that eyepiece isn't horribly dirty. Again, a small amount of dust is normal and won't degrade the view. If there are oily smears or mascara, clean the lens of the eyepiece with the LensPen in the front zipper pocket of the fanny pack. Replace the dust cap
[6]  Using the two large focus wheels below the eyepiece, roll the focuser in and out to make sure that it is in good working order. Roll it all the way in when you're done to keep the eyepiece from sticking out too far.

[7]  Check that the red dot finder is off. Turn it on using the switch on the side (there's a picture in the instruction manual in the fanny pack), run it up to full brightness, and look through to confirm that it is projecting a red dot. If it's working, turn it off. If it's not working, check that the wires to the battery pack are intact. If the wires are intact, try replacing the batteries in the battery pack--2 AAA (I will leave some with you so this is not a library expense). If the finder is still not working, please email me <mathew.wedel@gmail.com> or call me at 909-767-9851.
[8]  Check that the various stickers on the telescope and its base are still in place and not peeling. There are three right now: one on the wide part of the base with the name of the telescope and basic info about the program, one on the other side of the base with eyepiece magnifications, and a large sun warning sticker on the tube itself. 

[9]  Make sure that the telescope rotates smoothly on its base, and that it rotates smoothly up and down when the large hand knob on the side of the base is loosened. For storage, point the tube vertically (eyepiece end up) and tighten down that knob until it will no longer rotate.
Details:

Right now the books in the fanny pack just have "Claremont Library Telescope Program" written on the first page, but please feel free to add a stamp, sticker, or other symbol indicating that they belong to the FOCL and the Claremont Library.
I plan to add a small moon map to the tube as well, but haven’t had a chance yet (my first version was too large for the available space!).

